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             6th September 2004

Mr Morten Andreas Meyer




Minister of Labour and Government Administration

Norway
Dear Mr Meyer
EPR

I am writing to express my support for the EPR initiative in Norway and to request the assistance of the Norwegian government with its further development.
The EPR Forum Board held a meeting in August and I know that you tracked the event and ensured that government departments were represented.  That help was appreciated.   From my visit to Norway in June I know that there is significant interest and more importantly serious needs that remain unfulfilled for providing next generation e-Service solutions for citizens and e-Government.  
I would therefore like to request that you assist our efforts further by a) helping to raise the profile of EPR in Norway by nominating a government official to join the EPR Forum Board, and b) by hosting the next meeting of the Forum in Oslo.

The EPR work is moving forward dynamically both in Europe and in North America and there is a critical need to meet regularly and provide feedback and build a community of participants.  Here in the UK we are looking to facilitate projects related to EPR and the OASIS technical specification work, hence my involvement with the Forum.
Given Norway’s leading role in developing the EPR foundation technology and the opportunity for Norwegian companies to benefit from this along with partners in government and industry we look forward to being able to continue this momentum with the facilitation that you can provide for us.

We are also looking to bring a wider European participation into the EPR work, and as such I have arranged for an EPR presentation to be made at the upcoming OASIS Focus Day event in Brussels on October 6th (http://www.oasis-open.org/events/adoption_forum/program.php ).  It would be very good if we can coordinate the Oslo meeting around that timeframe as well.  

I look forward to your response and being able to build a successful community of interest in Norway that will deliver successful results.

Yours Sincerely,

John Borras 

Director Technology Policy

Director OASIS 

Chair e-Government Technical Committee
cc.   

Eivind Jahren

Manager of Section for IT security and Infrastructure  

Fred-Arne Ødegård

Manager of Section for e-trade and information economy 
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